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 *BridgeStat was recognized by the International Association of Crime Analysts in 

the Statistical Bulletin Category at 2011 IACA Training Conference.  
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 Part I Property Crime 

February 
2012 

1/3 - 1/30 1/31 - 2/27 Change 2011 2012 Change Avg Change

Burglary 39 31 -21% 65 73 12% 69 6%

Commercial Break 3 2 -33% 16 6 -63% 13 -54%

Housebreak 36 29 -19% 49 67 37% 56 20%

Larceny 195 164 -16% 252 365 45% 322 13%

Larceny (Misc) 3 2 -33% 6 5 -17% 4 25%

Larceny from Building 35 30 -14% 59 65 10% 59 10%

Larceny from MV 46 63 37% 59 112 90% 111 1%

Larceny from Person 30 23 -23% 32 56 75% 45 24%

Larceny from Residence 29 16 -45% 37 45 22% 28 61%

Larceny of Bicycle 17 6 -65% 6 23 283% 8 188%

Larceny of Plate 1 1 0% 6 2 -67% 7 -71%

Larceny of Services 2 0 -100% 4 2 -50% 4 -50%

Shoplifting 32 23 -28% 43 55 28% 56 -2%

Auto Theft 8 9 13% 13 17 31% 20 -15%

Total Property Crime 242 204 -16% 330 455 38% 412 10%

Year to Date4 Week Snapshot Five Year
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Part I Violent Crime 

1/3 - 1/30 1/31 - 2/27 Change 2011 2012 Change Avg Change

Homicide 0 0 IN-CALC 0 0 IN-CALC 0 IN-CALC

Rape 2 2 0% 6 4 -33% 4 0%

Robbery 10 6 -40% 14 16 14% 20 -20%

Commercial Robbery 2 1 -50% 1 3 200% 2 50%

Street Robbery 8 5 -38% 13 13 0% 18 -28%

Aggravated Assault 17 18 6% 34 37 9% 34 9%

Total Violent Crime 29 26 -10% 54 57 6% 59 -3%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year

February 
2012 
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Part I Total Crime 

1/3 - 1/30 1/31 - 2/27 Change 2011 2012 Change Avg Change

Homicide 0 0 IN-CALC 0 0 IN-CALC 0 IN-CALC

Rape 2 2 0% 6 4 -33% 4 0%

Robbery 10 6 -40% 14 16 14% 20 -20%

Commercial Robbery 2 1 -50% 1 3 200% 2 50%

Street Robbery 8 5 -38% 13 13 0% 18 -28%

Aggravated Assault 17 18 6% 34 37 9% 34 9%

Total Violent Crime 29 26 -10% 54 57 6% 59 -3%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year

February 
2012 
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ǒ In last monthôs BridgeStat, we paraphrased the old saying that ñrain is the 

policeman's best friendò in combating crime, well so are major snow storms. Over 

the first 2 months of 2011, 72 inches of snow fell Cambridge. Through the first 7 

weeks of 2012, snowfall in the City has been recorded at 7 inches. The mild weather 

and lack of snow cover have had a significant effect in the rate of thefts from 

vehicles and stolen bikes in the City so far in 2012. 

ǒ Serious crime jumped 33% when compared with the first 2 months of 2011, and 

posted a 9% increase when measured against the 5-year weighted average for this 

timeframe. The majority of this increase can be attributed to the overall increase in 

larceny (45%) where there have been 113 additional thefts reported above the 

period between January 1st to February 26th of 2011. Larceny from MVs jumped 90%. 

Last winter the majority of cars in Cambridge were buried under 70 inches of snow. 

A better barometer of this index crimeôs rate is the 1% (one crime) above the 5ïyear 

weighted average for larceny from motor vehicles. The 17 bikes stolen in January 

represented the highest total assigned to a winter month for this crime in recent 

memory. Bike theft leveled off in February, with only 6 being stolen, but statistically 

it is still 283% above last year when Cambridge resembled Moscow on the Charles. 

ǒ A detailed analysis of all statistics indicates that there were 125 additional 

property crimes recorded in the first 2 months of 2012 to register a 38% increase 

when compared with January 1st to February 26th of 2011. Violent crimes registered 

a slight rise of 6% (three additional incidents) when measured versus the first 2 

months of last year and declined by 3% when placed against the 5-year weighted 

average.  When compared with the previous 4-week period, robbery fell 40% with no 

discernible patterns identified. 
February 

2012 
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Change* 
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average 

* IN -CAL: Percentages are not calculated for numbers so 
small as to present a statistically misleading percentage. 

* IN -CAL * IN -CAL * IN -CAL 
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ǒ No murders were recorded in Cambridge 
during the first two months of 2012. 

 

 

Review of Murders in Cambridge in 2011  

ǒ The first murder in the City in over 20 months occurred 
on March 12th of 2011 when a 30-year old Cambridge 
resident was shot to death near Central Square. 

ǒ Over the final 6 weeks of 2011, there were 4 domestic 
homicides committed in Cambridge, including the 
shooting of 3 family members on Grove Street on 
December 9th. With the suicide of the assailant in the 
Grove Street incident, and the subsequent arrest of 
the daughter in a domestic homicide on Elm Street on 
November 20th, only the March 12th shooting remains 
unsolved. 

ǒ 27 of the 33 murders in Cambridge since 1995 have 
been cleared by arrest or by the suicide of the 
perpetrator, which translates to an 82% clearance rate 
over that 17 ςyear period. For comparison, the 
clearance rate for homicides was 65% nationally and 

50% in New England in 2010.  
February 

2012 
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 -33% 

Percent Change 
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average 

No 
Change * IN -CAL 

*IN -CAL: Percentages are not calculated for numbers so small as to 

present a statistically misleading percentage. 

ǒ Over the first 8 weeks of 2012, there were 4 
rapes reported in Cambridge. All of these crimes 
were classified as nonςstranger: 1 as domestic 
in nature, the other 3 were classified as 
acquaintance scenarios.  A former boyfriend and 
an acquaintance are the prime suspects that 
have been identified in the cases that remain 
under investigation. 

 

Review of Rape Trends for Cambridge in 2011 
 
ǒ The increase in rapes over the past 3 years can 

be partly attributed to a surge in domestic and 
acquaintance sexual assaults where a minor has 
been involved.  
ǒ There were 2 strangerςtoςstranger rapes in 

Cambridge in 2011. Both incidents were females 
followed and blitzed in high pedestrian activity 
areas late at night with the subsequent arrest of 
the rapist. 
ǒ 8 of the 26 sexual assaults reported in 2011 

occurred in previous years. This is a trend that 
we have observed over the past few years with 
25% to 33% being reported long after the 
original date of the incidents. 
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ǒ When measuring this violent index crime against the 5-

year average for the first  2 months of this year, there 

has been a small increase of 9%, with 3 additional 

incidents above the projected average of 34 assaults. 

When compared to the time period between 1/1/11 to 

2/26/11, aggravated assaults have increased 9%, with 3 

more incidents than 2012. Over the past 4 weeks, there 

was an increase of one assault over the total of the 

previous month. 

ǒ  14 of the 37 aggravated assaults (38%  - a slightly higher 

average than normal for domestic assaults) that were 

reported so far in 2012 were categorized as domestic in 

nature.  So far this year, there has been no repeat of the 

bar related assaults on weekends in Harvard and 

Central  Squares that were a problem during the first 

quarter of 2011. The last non-domestic-related shooting 

in the City was on May 30th of 2011. 

ǒ  Review of Aggravated Assault trends in Cambridge for 

2011: Over the past 5 years, aggravated assaults have 

leveled off a to roughly 250 incidents per year. Further 

analysis of the data indicates small percentage 

increase/decrease of one to three percent since 2006. 

Percent Change 

Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average 

+9% +6% +9% 
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